Recommended Resources

Note:  This is a list of our “favorites”.  It is very incomplete and leaves out a lot of good sources, but at least it’s a starting point….

Books for Home Gardeners:
Four-Season Harvest by Eliot Coleman.  Subtitled “Organic Vegetables from Your Home Garden All Year Long.”  A very inspiring and enjoyable read from our favorite gardening expert.

The Vegetable Gardener’s Bible by Edward C. Smith.  Other than the title, this is a great book.  Especially good for those who learn best by looking at pictures and charts.

The Garden Primer by Barbara Damrosch.  If you want just one book that covers every facet of gardening, this is it.  Vegetables, fruits, lawns, wildflowers, houseplants… it’s all here.  She also happens to be Eliot Coleman’s wife.

Seed to Seed by Suzanne Ashworth.  The book for seed-saving techniques.  Also good cultural information on growing every imaginable vegetable variety.

Seed Catalogs:

Johnny’s Selected Seeds, 1-877-564-6697, johnnyseeds.com (Maine)

Lightning-fast service, extremely informative catalog, all our favorite tools.

Territorial Seed Company, 1-800-626-0866, territorialseed.com (Oregon)

The only seed company (we know of) with a catalog for Fall & Winter harvest.

Baker Creek Heirloom Seeds, 1-417-924-8917, rareseeds.com (Missouri)

Huge selection of open-pollinated, inexpensive seeds.

Seed Savers Exchange, 1-563-382-5990, seedsavers.org (Iowa)

“America’s premier source for heirloom seeds.”

Fedco, 1-207-873-7333, fedcoseeds.com (Maine)

A seed cooperative with very inexpensive seed and good selection.  Entertaining catalog.

Catalogs for Organic Fertilizers & Pest Control, etc.:

Peaceful Valley Farm & Garden Supply, 1-888-784-1722, groworganic.com (California).  The most exhaustive catalog of everything organic (including seeds) available anywhere!  It’s an education all by itself.  Shipping can hurt!
Ohio Earth Food, Inc., 1-330-877-9356, ohioearthfood.com (Ohio)

A family run business carrying the essential supplies at reasonable prices.

Seven Springs Farm, 1-800-540-9181, 7springsfarm.com (Virginia)

A nice selection of products covering everything you need.  Good bulk rates.

Johnny’s Selected Seeds and Fedco Seeds (see seed catalogs above) both have good selections of organic supplies.

Resources for Aspiring Market Gardeners (Or Serious Home Gardeners):

The New Organic Grower by Eliot Coleman.  Subtitled “A Master’s Manual of Tools and Techniques for the Home and Market Gardener.”  The textbook we use for our Agriculture Training Program.  Should be required reading for anyone considering gardening on a large scale.

The Winter Harvest Handbook by Eliot Coleman.  Subtitled “Year-Round Vegetable Production Using Deep-Organic Techniques and Unheated Greenhouses.”  The manual for winter growing from the country’s undisputed leader.  He does it in Maine with unheated greenhouses!  The pictures of his farm are worth the price of the book.

Market Farming Success by Lynn Byczynski.  Lynn is the editor of “Growing for Market” magazine and has written an easily readable book on how to succeed in market farming.
Attra.org – An incredible information resource for all things in sustainable and organic agriculture.  Has publications on almost every crop and activity associated with agriculture.

Growingformarket.com – Not only the best monthly magazine for market gardeners, but also a good resource for books and information particularly relevant to small farmers.

Rodaleinstitute.org – Rodale led the way in the return to organic agriculture and their website has good information for farmers or anyone interested in organic issues.
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