All About Testing Your Soil

Born to Grow Gardening Session Worksheet

Introduction








1. The Physical Condition of Your Soil

1. Texture
What is the easiest way to determine a rough idea of the texture of your soil?





If you make a ball of soil in you hand and then can easily squeeze it out more than a few inches what might it indicate?




2. Moisture and Drainage
How can you easily check for moisture in your soil?








3. Structure
If your soil is ______________ or ______________  _________________ then it’s important to work on building your soil structure




How can you test for “aggregate stability”?





Good aggregate structure will __________  ______________ in the presence of water



What is an easy way to test for soil compaction?



Good soil will allow you to push a spading fork into the ground without having to __________ or ___________ on it


2. The Life in Your Soil

1. Organic Matter
What are some good signs that indicate a good amount of organic matter in your soil?





2. Counting the Big Critters
One of the best ways to see if you have a healthy population of microorganisms is to do a __________  ___________

How can you easily do a worm count?







Healthy soil should have _____ - _____ earthworms in a square foot of soil










3. Counting the Little Critters
To count the little guys you’ll need to make a ___________ _____________

What do you need to make it?








These little guys are pretty small so you’ll probably want a ______________ __________ or a ____________ to get a good look at them


What do you make of all of this?
A good worm count is a great indication of what?




3. The Nutrients in Your Soil 

1. The Classic Soil Nutrient Test
What are some factors that could affect the reliability of a classic soil test?







So then why do a classic soil test?




For the best analysis __________ with the same _________ year after year

What company do I recommend you get a soil test from and why?





Summary

