Making Quality Compost

Born to Grow Gardening Session Worksheet

Introduction

1. Benefits of Compost (Humus)

1. In what ways can compost benefit your garden?













2. Organic Matter Sources
1. What is perhaps one of the most obvious sources of organic matter?




2. Where in your local community would you possibly be able to find raw organic matter for your compost pile?





3. In what way do vegetables, fruits, and grasses differ from leaf and wood substances when put in a compost pile?





4. _____________  _____________ or __________________ for the most part do not make good compost piles




3. The Successful Compost Pile

1.  The breakdown of organic matter requires three main variables – what are they?






2. What is the key to managing a successful compost pile?



3. Organic matter is mainly composed of two elements: _________________ and __________________




4. What is a good ratio of the “browns” and “greens” that you add to your compost pile?







5. The ideal size for a compost pile is ______________________



6. Why is straw the perfect brown ingredient for a compost pile?






7. What should you do if your compost pile stinks or is mushy?






8. What should you do if your compost pile is cold and not doing anything? 








9. Decomposition works best when your compost pile is between _______ and ______ deg. Fahrenheit (______ - ______ deg. Celsius)



10.  What about turning or aerating your compost pile? Is it necessary? How could it help?






11.  What should you do with your compost pile in the winter?




Summary



