Organic Matter and Chemical Balances

Born to Grow Gardening Session Worksheet

Introduction

1. Organic Matter and Humus

1. What’s the difference between organic matter and humus?






2. What is raw organic matter?






CAUTION: what should you watch out for when incorporating raw organic matter into your soil?




3. Humus is the __________ ingredient for a healthy soil





Humus provides nooks and spaces for __________________ to live in that in turn help make nutrients available to your plants




What is the difference between active and stable humus?






What are some benefits of humus?








The process of humus and organic matter breaking down (decomposing) is called __________________

It is important to have a __________ to add more organic matter to replenish the humus and organic matter that is being __________________ in your soil

Why is the whole cycle of decomposition crucial for healthy soils?








What are colloids and why are they important?








2. Chemical Balances

1. All __________  ________________ carry either a positive or a negative electrical charge


What is a cation?









What is an anion?







2. What is cation exchange capacity? (CEC)







The _____________ the CEC number the more ________________ your soil can store






Why is CEC similar to a savings account of nutrients?






3. What dose soil pH measure?







What is an ideal pH level for your soil?









Summary
