Protecting Your Veggies

Born to Grow Gardening Session Worksheet

Introduction

1. The Purpose of Protection
1. Any kind of protection is simply ______________ or _______________ the existing _____________ in some way





2. What are some natural microclimates that you might find in nature (where one place is warmer than another?)








3. Protection often has more to do with protection from the _______________ than it does from the ___________ itself




4. The more still the air is around a plant – the ____________  _________________ that plant will be able to handle




5. What are a couple things to consider when creating a microclimate for your garden to grow in during the winter?












2. Practical Ways to Protect
1. A Wind Break or Hedge

How can a wind break or hedge help with protecting your veggies?






2. Black Plastic Mulch
How can black plastic mulch help with getting an early start in the spring?






3. Row Covers
Why are row covers possibly the best overall way to protect veggies from the cold and wind?





What are some benefits of row covers?






What kind of temperature increase can you expect by using a row cover?





Why would you use wire hoops under a row cover?





What is a quickhoop?








What thickness of row cover is perhaps the best compromise and why?





Row covers can be ______________ to add even more ________________ but should be taken off to allow ____________ and ____________ in during the day




4. Cold Frames
What is a cold frame and how can it be used?







5. High Tunnels or Caterpillar Tunnels
What is a high tunnel or caterpillar tunnel?







6. Hoophouse or Greenhouse
What is the difference between a hoophouse and a greenhouse?




Hoophouses and greenhouses can be much more expensive but what are some benefits that they offer?







What is the cost comparison between a hoophouse/greenhouse and a caterpillar tunnel?








Summary

